Millmerran 2009 Our Camp, Communityand Shooting
(nb: index of abbreviation club names at the end of this article)

Once againtte muzzle loading shooters Qld hostedhe 9" OpenRendezvous at the SSAA range
near Captains Mountain outsiddillmerran.

Theevent held every two years is the high pointefdezvos style muzzle loading in Australia. This
& S | eNddtzattracted about 120 shooters witlicund 300 in camp.

| set out from Melbourne with my two mates Barry Matdne and JohiGiotopoulouswith
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Saturdaywe were to set the campeady for them Debra had been once before about 10 years ago,

however this was the first time for Maree and John.

Our exciement was almost crushed when | hit a kangaroo just outsideooihabarabramand the
three amigos were left waiting in the freezing nidht several hourg$or a tow to pickhem and the
vanup. Fortunately John being a motor mechanic we were able to getuo way quicklyhe next
afternoon after a 400km round trip to pick up a new radiatmr{ then only just arriving at camp
moments before our wives

Many shooters arrived earip the weekand set up their camps ready for the main events. The
primitive dyle campers need a bit of time to arrange their camps to the style they have chosen to
represent.

Our camp was fantastic sharing taeea with Gordn and Helen Ancona, Barry & Maree Macfarlane
and JohriGiotopoulous across the way in a more primitive areyas Dawn & Ron Evans and Bob Ellis
with lan ConveyObserve the difference in accommodationlhe Gur was the headquarters of the
felting and hat making classes run by Vivien Young of Orbost, Victoria.

Bogged to the Ars¢ and

.20 9ttAaQa /| .
winner best primitive camp!!!

Primitive amp setup




Ourhired caravan nicknamed
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the Bacteria Bug Our campfire and meeting are 4] y . 2dzy

We quickly settled into our routines and Debra began the task of trying to conquer the heat control

when baking bread inthe campoven YR D2NR2 ¢l a4 2NBFIYAaAy3 |y St ¢
hair dryer (he never did get it finished)e suffered through a number of ovarooked loaves of

bread from Debra until she finally got it rigkibhnsoon became dubbed our Greek God after he

fixed my van, fixed my gun, fetched water, made our camp, made Debra an &ye@ps of other

things butfinallywhen he¥ A E SR | iBiaSdédiiad hé wakloo good anduld do no wrong. It

was a short jump from Greek God to Adonis.

The first event wacannonand mortar shooting on Saturday and whilst not strictly muzzle loading a

long rangecartridgeevent was held on Sunday Jul§. 4Thecannonshoot was fiercely contested in

two classeg demicannonup to .75 calibre out to 100 metres with the ¢gar cannors shooting out
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doors for maximum score. The windows carried the highest score, but a miss on the window only

scored 1 instead of 5, whereas the da@arried a score of 2. Teams who backed themselves to shoot

the windows (Barry & | for one) were ultimately beaten by teams shooting at the door accumulating

more points. There was also a Cohorn Mortar shoot where teams were attempting to hit a target by
lobbing their projectile from a near vertical trajectory with varying degrees of sudBeksvare

some photos fronthe cannonevent and our little.75 calibrehips cannorbeauty in action.

Touching off my .75 shi
Setup for the cannon shoot ouching ot my . 7> Ships On firing.
canna.




The Sunday long range event was mostly shot with cartridge rifles with a 5 at 200 event where the
aim was to shoot the smallest 5 shot group after unlimiged 3 K Th§ sari idwidely shot in the

US and Europe where sub MOA groupswemg common, unfortunatelpobody here seems to be

able to get near the MOA however the event was won by Neil Fluerty of Fraser Coast.

The next event a walk back buffalo shoot starting at 100 metres with varying targets right back to
600 metres. Some bravsouls continued to attempt to shoot the big buffalo in the afternoon from
1000 to 1300 metres. Not too many hits at this longer range as very few had sight settings for the
longerdistances.

The rendezvous started in earnest on Monday with events wharews clubs conducted novelty
shoots for anyone wishing to participate. The events were a lot of fun and there is serious
competition between clubs to see who can conceive the most devious targets. These events
continued through to Tuesday evening.

Tuesdg alsoheralded thecamp oven cooking competitions and thevere some extraordinary
entries, from damper and breads, to cottage p&nd rack of lamb and follow on withcakes and
Danish pastries all cooked either in the camp oven or on the camp &tgalvon the bread making
section and was very thrilled to have done so.

Some of the entries in the Our judgeg; Helen, Wayne | Jan Robinson, Debra (receivir
cooking competition (Ripley Rangers) and Maree| her prize) and Don Robinson

OnWednesdaynorningthere werepistol events following by the annual street parade through the
town of Millmerran.

Gladstone shooter watched by

Ron Evansg Riple Dawn EvansRiple
Lily Carralso from SSA. IR M




